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FUTURE MANAGEMENT 
of it on the Patt of GREAT . 

; BRITAIN: | 3 
Some CONSIDERATIONS on the . © 

|  Cons18TENCyY of the M-——y 
| and their Arguments 
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F any Credit is to be given to 
E Fame, you have 

| lately been an wnconcern'd — 
Spetator of Tranfattions 
ariſing from a Conduct of 
which you was the principal Adviſer. 
Therefore a Writer on this Subject who _ 
chuſes you for a Patron, may in one Senſe _ 
be faid to addreſs himſelf to an indifferent © - 
. Perſon. What the Cauſes of your Con- 
duct in this Particular may be, 1s not | 
""=_ Buſineſs to hom ==06 into. 1 am far . 
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So ſuſpeRting that OY are not Yn S 
on Prudence. The following Pages wilt 
contain the Reaſons why I think they are; 
and the Event I- hope will ſhew that Pro- 
vidence thro'all her ſecret: Workings, ſtill 
1 reſerves to every Man his juſt Reward. 5 
| _  *. Before I enter, Sir. into any particular 
Diſquiſitions of our Conduct toward Spain, 
J muſt take the Liberty to obſerve, that 
few Differences have ariſen betwixt two , 
Courts, in which the Miniſtry of the one 
have had greater Advantages to ſupport 
them, than our Miniſters have had in the 
= Differences of the Nation with the Court 
of Spain. In the preceding Part of your 
Miniſtry, during the long intricate. and 
amazing Tract of Negotiation you went 
thro', every indirect Step that was taken, 
„ every. Inconſiſtency that appear d, was in 
dtder to rectify ſome Defect of the Treaty 
of Utrecht. Did the Nation forſake her 
ancient and her natural Friends? It was 
cowing to that fatal Treaty. Did we con- 
clude unnatural Alliances? That accurs'd | 
1 Treaty was to blame. In ſhort, no Event 
=} conld happen, no Blunder could be com- 
S777 mitted that was not owing to that name 
ful Treaty. The vaſt and unavailing Sub- 
fidies paid by the Nation, the Treaſures 
9 in * Parade and ſham Expe- 
| RD ditions, 
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| ditions, were ee at ſame Cauſe. . 
I. am not at all inſenſible, Sir, that a 
0 dare, Miniſtry may de ſo embar- 
ras d by the Blunders of their Predeceſſors, 
a Ku they may be oblig d to follow Mea- 
ſures evidently againſt the general Intereſt 
of the Nation, and, were it for the 
Neceſſity from Which they ariſe, diſap- 
prov'd of by themſelves. This, whether. 
it was your Caſe or not, was however for 
a long Time a uſeful Pretence to you and 
your Friends; it ſerv d at leaſt to kerp you 
and them in Countenance; and the ſtrong oF 
Prejudice that lies with one Party againſt. 4 
that Freaty, was the Reaſon perhaps, why | 
that Excuſe, wretched as it was, obtain'd 
Vith ſome; - But give me Leave to obſerve, 
Sir, that our late Negotiations with Spain "4 
can have no Relation to that Treaty; tex 
can have no Relation to any preceding Ne- 3 
gotiation; they were begun, continu'd and 
ended during one Adminiſtration. If, 
Sir, they have been conducted in a Man- 
ner that has been honourable and advan- 
tageous to the Nation, the Praiſe muſt re- 
dound to that Adminiſtration, and atter 
Ages will acquit them of that heavy 
Charge which the preſent Age has brought 
, againſt - their Conduct. But if on = ED 
other Hand, Sir, the Honour of the Na» 6 
| tion 8 
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1 41 
tion teh given up 5 wn | 
ice, if her Iutereſts have been betray d ; 
thro' the : Ignorance, or her Commerce 
barter'd away by the Corruption of any. 
one Set of Men amongſt ourſelves; no Art 
of Power can divert the Puniſhment that 
attends them in this Age, and no Art of 
Corruption can bribe off che W that 5 
attends them in the next. 5 
The Treaties that W Britiſh | 
Commerce in America, are fo full and ex- 
preſs that they cannot admit of any Mean- 
ing but one. The Spaniards themſelves 
ſeem to be fo ſenſible of this, that they 
bave never yet pretended to juſtify the 
Violences they have committed on the 
| Subjects. of Great: Britain, by pro ucing 
any Article of theſe Treaties in their Fa- 
Vvout. They never yet have pretended ſo 
far as appears to the World, that particu- 
lar Latitudes are deſcribd, in which, if a 
Britiſh Ship ſhall be found failing, the 
Confiſcation of the Ship and Cargo, n+ 
the Impriſonment of the Seamen and 
| Merchants lawfully. and neceſſarily e 
lows. They never pretended to vindicate. 
- their Claim of ſearching our Ships in open 
Seas, on the Conſtruction of any expreſs 
Akticle ſubſiſtin betwixt us and them. 
. * Cas rn celeb ated 
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_ Manifeſts; does, not ata, ae 8 
ontain'd:-in the Treaties betwixt £ 
the Crown of Britain and Spain, have 


lations contain'e 


8 reſtricted. the Britiſh Navigation to any 


ſiſis indeed on an excluſive Right to cer- 


tein Seas of which they claim the Sove⸗ 5 


reiguty, but theſe Seas are no where 


ally deſerib d, nor that F | at 


tempted to be provd. Of all the pume- 


rous Captures complain d of, of all the 


numerous Inſtances. of Oppreſſion ma 


| cout before the two Houſes of Parliament, 25 
the Spaniards have never yet ſingled. out 


one Caſe, the Circumſtances of which 


tbey - bave examin'd by the Articles; that: 
„ * a Capture and Confiſcation legs * 


Prom these Conſiderations, Sit, it ie nat 
; and to alla an what Grounds did the 
po niards 


A Man w 
Britain, JOf 


wouſd readily; anſwer to this Queſtion; 
That it ſeems the People of Britain, already 
oppreſs diy: Taxes occaſion d by a long and 


expenſive War, and ſenſible that even Con- 
5 . may be bought too 


. 


| Bounds on the open Seas, or ta 
aa Particular Method of Sailing. It in 


. reſume to treat us with ſo much 
is thocking Inhumanity and Injuſtice ? 
8 tho had never ſet his Foot on 
| bad any Oecaſion to obſetvs 

the general; Diſpoſitions of the Nation,; 


5 


dear, were \ callipitivig the Arts of Noce, ; 
paying off their Debts, improving their 
Manufactures, extending their Com merce 
and poliſhing their Subjects; That on theſe 
Accounts they were glad to put up with 
ſome temporary Inconveniencies, which 
they might ſoon habe it in their Power to 
redreſs by the great Increaſe of Power and 
Wealth which a prudent Forbearance with 
foch Views muſt ſoon introduce. 
8 He might add, that in all Probability the: 
Diſpofitions of the Generality of the Teo" | 
ple being averſe to go to War with their 
: Oppteſſors, had embarraſs d the Govern- 
ment ſo much, that it was impracticable 
for the Miniſtry to purſue vigorous Mea- 
ſures in order to reduce them to Reaſon. 
That the Trade and Intereſt of Britain 
nds entirely upon their cultivating . 
good Correſpondence with Spain; and 
that a Breach with that Court were una- 
voidable Ruin to this Kingdom. He 
Fe. might likewiſe be induc'd to think that it 
is not in our Power in any Shape to di- 
; - ſtreſs our Enemies, and that our very at- 
, tempting 1 it may be fatal toout own People. 
To one, or all of theſe Inducements, 
ſuch a Perſon as I have deſcribd might : 
" reaſonably conclude the long - pacific: "Dif 
Lk of this Court was — 


But, 


171 e 

Hut, Sir, what Judgment muſt ſuch a Pet: 
fon 0 form, if he were told that the Money 
paid by the a js yearly to the Govern- 
ment, if frugally manag'd, is ſufficient to 
carry on a War that might foon raiſe them | 
to their former Glory, and put them be- 
yond' the poſſibility of being ſubjected to 


the like Inſults in Time to come. That 


their lake: ö Credir was daily declining; 
their Debts encreaſing, and the Funds al- 


| loted for the Diſcharge of it exhauſted and 


ſunk ; That inſtead of - cultivating the 


Arts of Peace, no Art was profitable but 
| that of Fobbing, no Science ſucceſsful but 
_ thatof Sbarping; That their Manufactures 
_ inſtead of improving, daily declin'd, and 


the Manufacturers, for want of proper En- 
couragement, were oblig d to ſettle in Na- 


tions who well knew how to improve ſuch 


a Circumſtance to their own Advantage. 
That the Decay of Commerce was viſible 


4 in every Branch of of it, viſible in the fre- 


uent Bankruptcies that happen, viſible in 
Backwardneſs of People of Subſtance, 
© venture their Money in thoſe Channels 


of Trade that are moſt natural to this Na- 
tion; and viſible in the Luxury, the Info- 
lence, and the Pride of thoſe Wretches 
7 ww: it! is latereſt of every tradi 


ing, of 
every 
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the Morals of the Commonalty are de- 


bauch d, and their Minds infected with 


Principles deſtructive of all Induſtry. 
Let us now turn the Tables, Sir, and 


- conſider in what Manner it wualt be na- 


. 3 P cople. to exte FI 1 a inate. That 


_ tural for another Perſon, an abſolute Stran- 


ger to the Affairs of Europe, to realon, if 


be were inform'd that the State I have juſt 


5 now deſcrib'd, was the State of Britain. 
Would not ſuch a perſon readily 


1 Sir, that the Liberties, the Ho- 


nour; and all that was dear and valuable to 


the Nation, being attack'd arid endanger'd_ 
by an ambitious. powerful Neighbour, 


we had neglected every domeſtic Con- 


ſideration in order to reduce him, and to 
gain into our own Hands the Ballance of 


' Power. That ſome of our on Allies 


were perhaps attack d, the Preſervation of 


whoſe Rights was eſſential to our own, 


and that the vaſt Expences which-ſuch a 


War oecaſion'd both in catrying it on and 
in ſupporting our Allies, had exhauſted the 


Finnaces, and render'd it neceſſary for the 


Government to continue our Taxes and 


encteaſe our Debts. That the Attention 
of the Miniſtry being chiefly fixed on the 
_ Succeſs of the War, they had no Leiſure, 
Mac had no ee to ns he 
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1 1 5 
had obi mences with Red to the in. 
dertelts 7 the Morals of the People, . | 


a State of War, always fatal to a trading 
* neceflarily i is attended with. 


Here, Sir, let me appeal to yourſelf, let 1 


me appeal to your moſt ſanguine Friends, 


to cvety Man Who has ſeen a foreign Court ö 


gr. known any thing of the Affairs of EU. 
7 for this twenty Years paſt, if the pre- 
0 State of Great Britain, and the Grie- 


_ vances ſhe now lays under, can be ac- 
3 for in this M 

| you, Sir, if the Reputation of this King- . 
dom is ye 
Wounded, if her. Intereſt has been con- 
3 eck if her Alliance has been regarded, . 
Hr her Reſentment dreaded? No, Sir. That, 
it bas not, the very Declaration of War 
0 which. I am now to conſider, is a ſuffici- 
enz, is a glaring Evidence, Let me appeal 


anner. Let me aſk 


t untainted, if its Honour is un⸗ 


vourſelt, Sir, once more, if in enume- 


rating the above Facts any one Srcum- 
ſtance has been aggravated, if it has not, 
gie me Leave to aſk you, Sir, in what 
Nanner the yare to be accounted for? We 
have ſeen they cannot be accounted for up- 
ak Principles of Selt-preſervation, Honour, 
dot even Conveniency itſelf. May it t 
len, Sir, be fairly preſura'd, that they 
1 n o e . that has Kiko 
: "I" 


Fn. created 
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- created a total derte in the: state? 


1 what Manner, Sir, this Principle ſub- 
fiſts, you perhaps of all Mankind are the "oe 


beſt Judge. 
But, Sir, there | is no Genn bor Bal 


mation, when Reaſoning, founded upon 


the moſt undeniable Facts, will draw 


; : more | ſtrong. Concluſions againſt thoſe 


Meaſures that have oblig'd us to declare 


Wr under evident Diſadvantages, than 


Eloquence or Wit can ſuggeſt, The 
Heightnings of Language, and the Sallies 


5 of Fancy, even Satire itſelf have but 4 


poor Effect on the Mind, and rather damp 
than animate it, when compar d with the 
Indignation that muſt ariſe in evety Breaſt 
= the bare Repreſentation of Facts as 
1 have ſtood between Great Be 
Spain for theſe twenty Vears paſt. 

5 Sir; it muſt be own d have adted con- 


| Siftenily, vou have in a Manner acted pro- 
phetically: For in the Y car 1718, when 
the King had order'd the Houſe of 
Commons to be acquainted, That all his 


60 Majeſty 8 Endeavours to procure Redreſs 


of the many Injurics done tothe Subjects 


« of Great Britain by the King of Spain, 


+ © to the unſpeakable De timent of the 
Trade of theſe Kingdoms; or even to ob- 
"8 tain a a Diſcontinuance of the — - 
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ct lies carevine. on oy that 0 80 18 
5 0 prev d ineffectual, his Majeſty had foun 


« it neceſſary to declare War: againſt Spain. | 1 


WT. this Meſſage was read, it was mov d, 
„ That an humble Addreſs. be preſented. 
to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty | 
46 Our moſt unfeigned Thanks for his hav- 
< ing committed to this Houle the neceſ- 
Eg * fury Reſolution of declaring War a- 


0 gainſt Spain, and to aſſure his Majeſty, 


_- = this Houſe will, with the greateſt, 
Cy © Chearfulne, and with the. utmoſt Vi- 
*. gour,  atlift. and. ſupport his Majeſty in 
« 4 55 War with the King of Spain, till 
9 Spain is reduc'd to accept of rcaſonable. 
Wo Terms of Peace, and to agree to ſuch 
"il Conditions of Trade and Commerce, as 
this Nation is juſtly intitled to by their 
« ſeveral Treaties.” This Motion gave 
riſe to a very warm Debate, in which Mr. 
diſplay'd the utmoſt Force. of 
Bis Wit and Eloquence againſt thoſe vigo- 
rous Meaſures purſu'd by the Government, 
which have ſince appear d to be ſo juſt 
. and neceſſary; he dec lar'd, that the at- 
tacking the Span Fleet before the De- 
claration of War, was a horrid Piece of 
Injuſtice, as Was the Whole of our Dif- 
ferences with. $ ain, We likewiſe find © 
th: AR Me. A tle a ſtrenuous Op- 
| -"- 


17 
8 Pa” 


i 


EY of the Woch entire Sar rifutt 1 1 5 
thoſe Meaſures which bis Maje y had al. 
ready taken, ſtanding in the Adi 


reſs of the 


Commons at the opening of the Seſſion. 5 


He particularly faid, That it was againſt S | 
ce the common Rules of Prudence, 'andthe, _ 
Methods of proceeding in that Houſe; 0 


8 approve a Thing before they knew what. £0) 
_ «It was, that he was thoroughly" convinc d 
of, and as ready as any Perſon in that Af 


N ſembly to acknowledge, his Majeſty's great 
Care for the general Peace of Europe, and 


« the Intereſt of Great Britain: But that 


« the giving a Sanction in the Manner pro- 


e pos'd to the late Meaſures, could have no 


e other View than to ſtreen Nin ere wie - 


et were conſcious of having done ſomething 5 
rh amiſs, and, who having {POS began a V 


| « with Spain, would . make it the 
e Parliament's War; „ concluding, that 
e inſtead of an entire Satisfattion, they 
_ © ought to ſhew their entire Difſatisfac- 
„ 7;0n with a Conduct that was contrary 
to the Laws of Nations and a Breach 
<« of ſolemn Treaties.” This Speech was 
the. more remarkable, in that you your- 
elf in the Year 1716, fign'd a defenfive 
Alliance betwixt the King of Britain and 
— Emperor, of which the Action of 
5 Mz ina was the natural and foreſeen Con- 
es ſequence. 
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ſequence. as Fataliry thas the coy „ 

I Confſtency which you ever obſerv'd in 

© Conduct, ſhould be in your Oppoſition to 
„„ | Meaſures which every honeſt Man, every 
5 wie Man always thought abſolutely ne- 

1 cCeſſary for the 7 of this Nation. 

=” ___, Greet. Britain, Si Sir, bas too good, * 

ä afflicting a Reaſon to remember by 
| what fatal Turn of Affairs it was that you 
again got to the Head of the Admini- 


Ee 


q oh fſtration. The Alteration i in the Miniſtry, ; 
Ui, Sir, was ſoon perceiv'd by an Alteration of 
6, - ' Meaſures, for to the Amazement of the 
. World a Treaty of Commerce was con- 


J cluded Fune 13th N. S. 1721, of the Na. 
* tute indeed of a definitive Treaty, but 

"Hi there is not one Article in the whole by 

5 P hich the Property, the N avigation, or the 


"WE Commerce of Britiſb Subjects are render d 
— more ſecure than they were before, ſo that 


1 7 in effect that Treaty did nothing towards 
— c ſeertaining the Navigation of Great Bri- 
y uin; it did nothing towards ſetling the 
* great Point of Diſpute betwixt us and. 
8 [ S$þa#n, and which even then we might 


1. have foreſeen would be the principal Bene 
js fi of Contention, vis The Point of no Search 22 
a il _ Gut in Port. This, Sir, ſeems to have been 
__ artfully cluded by Spain i in all the nume- 
bs vous Frenties, Conventions, ao od 


8. | 45 1 0 a . ; | Sc. 


4 14 + | 1 5 
| Ge. that La 1 made FR almoſt theſe. 


1 twenty Vears with that Crown. For this 


very good Reaſon, as it is well expreſs d in 
his Majeſty's Declaration of War, becauſe 
it is a e e of the higheſt Impor- 
 Fance to us and our Kingdom, and a Prac- 
tice which muſt affe in its Conſequence 7 

other Princes and States of Europe poſſeſ5d 
of Settlements in the Weſt-Indies, or whoſe 
Subjects carry on any Trade thither.. 5 
Here, Sir, give me Leave to obſerye that. 
no Circumſtance can. better ſhew the Ge ip 
nins of our Negotiauur, or rather of 
thoſe who directed them, than this Re- 
mark. That of all the Treaties concluded 
for theſe eighteen, Yeas with the Court of - 
Spain, not one of them has been in its 
own Nature, properly and ſtrictly beak * 
ing, definitive. By the Treaty 1721, Ar- 
ticle 5, it is declar d, That the other Pre. 735 
tenſons (which God knows were many 
and important, much more important than 
any ſettled by the Treaty) that may be on 
both Sides between the. two Crowns, con- 
; cerning Matters whereof no Mention is. 
made in the preſent Treaty, and which are 
not comprehended in the ſecond . Article bere- 
of, ſhall be treated of at the approaching 
Congreſs of Cambray. Thus, if we conſi- 
der what the: real Nature of a definitive 
| Tray: 


35 Treaty is is, - that! it is 93 * Points TY 

Bo Differences betwixt the two treating Pow- + 
ers that have not been ſettled before, there 28 
8 Was not one Article in all this Treaty > CL 

1 Ce.ept the fifth, which is entirely in Favour 

„ 2 - Spaniards, that ſettled. any thing 

5 which was not virtually ſettled before by 


; 7 the Words of preceding Treaties. - 

. This Treaty therefore can be call'd no 
5 | "hee but a Preliminary to the Congreſs of 

3 5 Cambray. In like Manner, the Articles 
I fign'dat Paris of 1727, were Prelimina- 


res io the Convention ſign'd at the Par- 
db, which Convention was a Preliminary 
to the Treaty of Seville; the Treaty of 
. Seville was no better than a Preliminary to 
the Meeting of the Britiſb and Spaniſh 
Commiſſaries; their Tranſactions were 
the Preliminaries of a Convention, Which . 
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vg Was the Preliminary to the Negotiation, of _ 

oY our Plenipotentiaries, which were the Pre- 

. limifarier of. a DECLARATION.orF WAR. 
5 In ſhort, Sir, no Negotiation could poſſi- 

.. ly have been carry'd on betwixt us and 

. Spain relating to the Commerce of the 

£ Weſi-Indies, but what muſt have been in 

Yes, its own Nature a Preliminary, except a 

2 | Negotiation wherein this Point of 0 

” | Search but in Port, was clearly, expreſsly, 

„ =, bo . nated, Even the dos 
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taining the Boundaries of our F WES! Pof- 


ſeſſions in America, was a Conſideration - 
of but a diſtant Importance to us while 


this great Point remain'd unadjuſted. Be- 
| cauſe without a free Navigation on the 


open Seas, the Extent, the very Preſerva- : 


tion of our Poſſeſſions in America, are ra- 


ther detrimental than advantageous ta this 


Nation. But fuch, Sir, is the Genius of 


thoſe who extend their Views no farther 
than to procure temporary Expedients | 
to keep themſelves in Power, that they ne- 
ver enter thoroughly into the real Merits 


7 of the Queſtion till every Trick, every 


Shift is exhauſted, then they are oblig'd to 3 


do it under the moſt ſhameful Circum- 5 
ſtances. | | 


This Truth was n xiii . 


the Conduct of the Spaniards fubſequent 
to the Treaty which I have already 8 = 


der d. The remarkable Conceſſion in that 
Treaty to reſtore to the Crown of Hain 
the Ships taken in 1718 by Sir George 
Bing, and the ineffectual looſe Manner in 
which our Commerce was ſecur'd, gave 


the. Spaniards but too good Grounds when 


the Rod was remov'd from their Heads, 
again to renew their Depredations. Ac- 
cCordingly during the five ſuceceding Vears 
the — Depredations roſe to 4 great 
* 5 
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1 ben . 


leis be 8 


1 Britiſh Ambaſſador at Madrid, Sep- . 


, Fember- 24, 1726, telling that Court in! 
2 Memorial, fla the Reaſons that induc'd 
Bis Britanic Majeſty to equip the ſeveral 
4 he had then put to Sea, were the 
notorious” Infrattions ich the 8 paniſn 
. Coſtzs have for a long Time made 
_ with Reſpecs to the Commerce and Naviga- 
tion of his Majeſty. s Subjects in the Weſt- 
Indies, Injra&#ons which. bave been openly 


5 | complain 7 of; without the leaf, Aſura nce of 


Satisfaction or | Reparatiog. And in his 
Letter to the Marquiſs de la Paz, dated 
- the 252b of November following, we read 
"us Words: When, notwithſtanding the * 
freq uent Repreſentations have made, they 


1 (che Court of Spain) have not thought it 
lo put an End to the Depredations and open 
- Hoſtilities, which have been, for ſome Time 
ang daily committed in theſe Farts (the 
Mal. Indies) by the Spaniards; or to give the 
King the leaſt Satisfaftion for the Dons 
ges 85 to his Subjects in Violation of « 
Treaties; Damages ſo many and ſo Sea 


tbal this Treatment from bis Catholic Ma- 
_ jeſty would have. ſufficiently juftify'd. the 


King's taking the moſt vigorduss Meaſi wes 
or Redreſs. By this true and. impartial 


Slate F: what bas happen d bet wreet the two 
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| the King my. Maſter. has 7 mnjur'd, = . . 
how great his Mederation and. Love o/ p 7 
has been, in for bea. ring to reſent theſe nos. 
rious Infradtions of Treaties, and the Ho oftt- 1 


litees committed againſt bis Subjed?s. 


Thus, we find how ineeftvalallStipulati- . 
ons were that did not ſtrike effeRual! vat the 
Root of the Differebces betwixt us ang 


Spain. They Were ſo lar from being of 33 N 
any Advantage to this Nation, that they _ 
occaſion'd a prodig io Expence in fitting 1 


out Armaments in order to protect our 
Trade, and reduce the Spaniards to Rea-. * 


fon. Armamenits prov d as ineffectual 6 


Treaties. The Spaniards were eue 
\ that they „ who never durſt venture 1038 
fiſt upon a Renunciation of their unjuſt 


Claims in full. and expreſs Terms, never 


durſt venture to ſtrike a bold Stroke to 


aſſert them, The Event; ju tfy'd this Opi- 5 
nion. Our Armaments fery'd only to p- 
55 preſs our own Subjects, and nothing Was 
done except ſending a Squadron to the 


Weſt-Tndies, where great Numbers both 8 
. -Dfficers and Sailors died; as if you 
had been refoly'd to Jet the World fee that 
Great Britain alone was to ſuffer by your 
Counſels, and that it was poſſible to make _ 
Peace more e deltruckie to the Nation * 8 

| „ the 


N Ws ö * 


1 0d” 


. . Te : 4 War. *:. you. ap- 
„ 7 7 Pear d ſo determin d to finiſh! the Deſlruc- ; 
; e tion of your Country, that when it was 
. pour Power to have render'd yourſelf 
Wn $4 Ve to have Kopp'd. the Mouths of 
5 Wr Engmies, ald to have vindic ated the 
Honour of the Nation, you neglected tibe 
N Opportunity, and with an unparalled In- 
PpPolence endenger d the Affections of the 
Psople to your Maſter, by the wanton 
5 Abuſe of 2 corrupted Influence | you had 
18 : obtain d in a certain Aſſembly. 1 5 
As the principal Deſign of theſe Pages, 
I - 7 1 ir, is candidly to examine whether in ww 
oy preſent. Poſture of. our Affairs we can go 
„ to War with as many Advantages, and 
with as much Honour as we might have 
done any Time during theſe TEN. | — 
_ | Yearg paſt, I muſt take the Liberty to aſk | 1 
done ſhort Queſtion, vig. Why this Decla- 
ration of War was not made ſooner? 
This muſt either proceed from not having 
ſooner had the fame Provocation that we 
have at preſent; from our Enemies being 
weaker now than they formerly were, or 
from our own Government being ſtronger. ho 
- _ To one, or all of theſe Cauſes, this ; 
. Forbearance muſt have been owing, if it 
5 was owing to Reaſons founded upon right 
ax Marins 0 of ee; A trading Na- 
12 | tion 


r 


tion 11 not to > papa hedſelf i into Wir uf don 
WAN | every flight Provocation, and eee en 
11 by the Subjects of another Nation. 8 0 a 
111 Expreſſion of a Miniſter; or even an in- 
r conſiderate Step of a Court! is not ſufficient 
14 co juſtify an Adminiſtration in hazarding ae 
1 | RS the Advantages their Subjects gain by the | © 
peaceable Purſuit of their Commerce. 
They are to endeavour to obtain Redreſs 
of the Injury, if done by private Subjects, 
either by the ordinary Courſe of Juſtice, 
or by Retalliation. If the Provocation 
has been given by a Miniſter, it is poſſible 
that a juſt Repreſentation of the Matter to 
+. "ls Fringe” may bring him to a Senſe of 
his Fault. If the Offence has proceeded 
on general Conduct of the Court, 
the Grievance may be redreſs d by layiog 
a true State of the Caſe before the MW id; 
in which Caſe, mediating Powers are nes - 
ver wanting to make up the Difference. 
But can you pretend, Sir, that the 73 
ries we have receiv'd from Spain have 
been owing to any of theſe Cauſes. No! 
- The Subjects of Spain who have ſo baſely 
injur'd thoſe of Great Britain, tho com- 
| monly detected, were always ſupported by 
that Court. The more infamous, the 
inore cruel thei: Treatment of our Sailors 
was, ; ths greater was their Merit, and the 
| ſtronger 
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Fe wir ee with their 


- =__ and their-Government. 


If they committed a Violence, or made : 


a Seizure which could not be defended by 
the ſmalleſt Colour of Juſtice or Equity ; 


7 and if at the fame Time they had ſome 
rivate Job of their own to gain, the King 


of Spain perhaps dif] patch'd a Cedula to 


the Weſt-Indies, and eg d Reſtitution to 


be made by his Governors there. But 


there is not one Inſtance that theſe Orders 


were ever comply d with, there being no- 
thing more plain than that the Spaniſh 


Governors had poſitive Orders from their 


_ Court not to regard them. 


This is evident from the * ds 


Mr. de la Quadra made to the Remon- 


ſtrances of our Miniſters at that Court, 


| where we ſee he alledges as an Excuſe for 


his Catholic Majeſty's Orders and his Cedu- 


las for granting Reſtitution not being 
© obey'd, that the Reports of the Fatts alledg'd 


as a Moi ve for obtaining thoje Orders, were 
not found ſo true as had been repreſented. 
Thus the Syaniſb Court by one Act, made 
its Governors Judges of its own Proceed- 
| gs, and by another Act, granted to the 


Subjects of Britain an Order, which, by 


the Law of Nations, they were to look 
gown: as urepmalable: and definitive, but 
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was it a; ſubjected to be canvaſt ec 
and annull'd by its own Subject to whom _ 
that Order was directe 5 
As a further 4 of 4 it a: 5 
mous Treatment, the Perſons who ia Con- 1 
ſequence of this Poles: became Judges of - 
the acts of that Crown, were the very Fer- No 
ſons who had committed the V e 1d 7 
thereby were the Parties complain'd of, 90 
They were the Perſons who muſt have 
ſiuffer'd by the Execution of theſe Orders, 

and whoſe immediate Intereſt it was to de- 
fend the Violences complain'd of. From 


5 the Conſideration of theſe undoubted and - 
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avow'd Facts, Sir, it is evident that in the - 
ordinary Courſe of Juſtice, it was impoſſi- 
ble for the injur'd Subjects of Great B57. 
tain to have obtain'd Redres for the many 
Injuries and Barbarities dommitted upon 
5 them by thofe of Spain. 
I ſhall now take the Liberty. to enquire _ 
3 admitting that the Violences 
committed on the Britiſb Subjects by thoſe. 
of Spain, were committed ee the 
2 ledge,.,or againſt the Approbation 
of that Court, it was poſſible for the latter £ 
to obtain Redreſs by Retaliation. . #4 
Satisfaction of this kind could be ob- 
tain'd no other way, than by our Govern- 
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* | chants as Wel Ia apply ” t 15 Aut cer 
Fou pretend, Sir, that theſe Letters —_—,. 
= beer” effcQually, granted, ee 5 
„ = expreſs Words of Treaties to Juſtify - 1 
ff | them.” By the Treaty of 1670, Letters * 
# | _ . Þ Repriſal,. or any other Methods of the 
| . } 1 Nature, mia oy. be us 4 when 57 i 


5; = 7 the T3 5 of Uk Ane Trea- 3 
. * VVV 


3 Projecuted far. | bis Offences. We have _ 
ahead een, Sir, what the Event of ſuth 
x Proſecution, if carry'd « on by an Engliſh. 8-5 
man a ainſt a Spantard, muſt in all Ik ell. 
| hood. nave been, if the Proſecution had 9 
been carty'd on before a Spaniſh Court: þ 
he could therefore: have Rede, no Where 
but at home. But does it appear, Sir, that 
dee all the Time betwixt the Conclu- 1 
"Hon of the Treaty 172 1 and the laſt Seas. 
of Gibrahter, that Letters of Repriſal were 
3 to our Merchants, who were ſub- 
jected to daily Infults and eee from 
"Their Enemies. 
That I may not See the leaſt Cir- | 
. that can be advane'd in your + 
_ Favour, I thall admit, that on the 217 . 5 
94 5 | "ht 1727, his late Majeſty „ On k 
*. 5 ooh f AER to the Lords of £ 5 
„ e 


WE £5 EF # 


_ 


# * 


1. a IT 
„ 1 or F ranting Talent of” 77 e 
' which appears to have been in Conſequence : 
HD” an Order of Council dated. the 281 of 
Mare preceding; but it“ is remarkable 555 
- — that this Order of the Council was ke ET > 
- - up for upwards of three Weeks before the 
llaſttuctions were ſign d, and the Inſtruc- 925 
tions were not ſign'd before . Cate was 
deen the Nike: ſhould. reap no, 
5 | Advantage. from them, and that „ 
mould be rather prejudicial than otherwiſe 
to the Merchants. For we find that in 
i the 20% of May following, the Prelimi- | 
- 7 Mary: Articles of a Pacification were ſign 4 
at Paris by Mr. Walpole, by the ne 5 
al, French. and Dutch Miniſters. . 
+ 5 10 fond was our Court to convince his 
Catbolic Majeſty of our favourable Diſpo-" 
- fitions to him, that Mr. Walpole very wiſe- 5 
7 ly, there being. no Spaniſh Miniſter then 
at Paris, fign'd an obligatory. Declaration | 
1 abide by what was ſtipulated. in the 
Perliminaties. By this, the Hands of the 
Subjects of Great Britain were in effect 
_ ' ty'dup, when thoſe of Spain were at Li- 
1.  berty. to continue their Depredations and 
5 Rarigen with Impunity. 
Il F§its true the Duke 4 Bare 
_ bis Catholic Majeſty's Ambaſſador at. mc 
1 FE e end a Declaration of the fame 
1 Nature 
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Nature at Vie ma, there being 0 A be 
ſador there from our Court; but we find 
that this Declaration had no Weight with 
the Spaniſh Court, he not being, it ſeems, 
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furniſh'd with proper Powers. So that a 


i new Act for the Execution of the Preli- 
minaries was fign'd at the Pardo, March 
6. 1738. 


From theſs 1 he the 40. 


. lowing Facts may be fairly infer'd, viz, 
Ef. you took no Care to make any Uſe 


f the Order of Council for Repriſals, till 


So: was ſure that it could be of none; 
the Negotiations having begun at Paris, 
and every Thing there being adjuſted 
before, you ſuffer'd that Order to be 


publiſh d in the Gazette; and that 


this could be dene with no other View 
but to put the Merchants to the Expence 
of fitting out Ships, which ſeveral actually 


did, without any Effect; the intervening 


N Time betwixt the ſigning the Draughts of 


the Inſtructions to the Lords of the Ad- 


miralty, and the ſigning the preliminary 
Articles being but thirty Days. That the 
preliminary Articles being tranſacted in 
the Manner they were, left his Catholic 
Majeſty at Liberty to bring his Galleons 
ſafely to Spain, and oblig'd us to recal our 
? Admin, an the 3 under his 


Com- 
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Com mand, to Europe, while the Saen : 


may poſſibly be forgot 


look'd upon themſelves as under no Engage- 
ments to diſcontinue their Tony and | 


ds ee e 
1 have dwelt the longer upon the Tant. 


608829855 of this Period, Sir, becauſe a8 it. iS 


more remote fram the preſent Times, it 


by many, who 
muſt thereby be depriv'd of the Pleaſure 


of having a full 1 of the Conſiſteney 


8 of, your Conduct. 


Nothing can — us a better Notion of 


the Perfidy and Cunning with which the 


— 


35 Spaniards have always treated us, than a 


View of the Conduct of that Conrt and 
Nation when the Treaty of Seville was in 
Agitation. That Treaty, as we have ob- 
ferv'd before, was, fo far as the Stipulations 
in our Favour reach'd; but a Preliminary ; ; 
but the Stipulations which it contain'd in 
Favour of Spain were full and definitive. 
However, as the favourite View of that 
Court entirely depended on the Execu- 
tion of ſo much of the Treaty as was 
in their Favour, they were ſenſible. that 
ve might have a reaſonable Pretence for 
not executing it an our Part, if they conti- 
nud their Depredations and Violences 
"hs fame Manner as before: Accordingly 


we bnd, that during the Dependance of 


_ 


"Til: ” 


that Treaty their Depredations' were- but 
few, if any. But after we had fulfilled 
our Engagements, and had aſſiſted in ſet- 


: ting a Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon 


on a Throne and in a Kingdom, where it 

is in his Power ta interrupt and ruin the 
Trade of Britain in the Mediterranean, 
their Violences broke out with freſh Fury, 


and every Stipulation of that Treaty 1 
our Favour was eluded and poſtpon'd. 


From what has been faid above, Sir, I 


believe the common Excuſe advanc'd, by 


your F riends for the long Forbearance, 


| viz. that the Provocation we had receiv'd 
Pas not ſufficient to juſtify a Rupture, has 
been ſufficiently expos d. It is likewiſe 


plain, that the Provocation given was not 


from the Acts of a few private Subjects 


who had no Authority from the Crown . 
of Spain, but that they were both autho- 
_ riz'd and ſupported in every. Inſult and 


Injury they committed; and that the 
Orders they receiv'd from the Court on 
thatiHead, made it their Duty to break 
thro every Tie of Juſtice and Humanity, 
whenever a Subject of rhis Nt. came 
into their Power. 5 N 

But there is, Sir, Aae very unac- 


E 3 Piece of Conduck 1 in thoſe who 


| pad the, Management of our * at 
Hh 19 EY Wo 


e -j 28 1 5 
the port of Spain.” We YO air 1 
Article of the Treaty 1670; © that when 
* an Offence was committed by a private 
Subject contrary to the Meaning of that 
hg: Treaty, that Subject might be — © 
% and puniſh'd for the ſaid Offence. .” 
Nowy, Sir, it was natural to think that our 
1 Miniſters would. have at leaſt demanded 
Juſtice of the Court of Spain upon the 
18 of theſe Robbers, eſpecially as their 
erſons were well known, and continu'd 
_ openly in the Service of that Crown or 
under its Protection. But I believe it 
will not be pretended, that ſo much as one 
Angle Memorial was ever preſented from 
our Court upon that Subject. If there 
Was not, how is it poſſible for our Mer- 
chants to receive Satisfaction, even tho the 
Court of Spain had been willing to grant 
it? It was our Buſineſs to find out the 
Offenders, it was our Buſineſs'to proſecute 
them, and thereby to have forc'd the Court 
of Spain either to punith them with ex- 
. emplary Juſtice, or to tell us and the 
whole World that they maintained a Crew 
of Pyrates in their Tay and under their 
Protection. 
een the Rights of. Sell. enen 
 ſeem'to have been deny'd to the unhap ppy 
| Syfferers, ſince we find that arent 
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was broke fd: barely doing his Duty unde 
dhe moſt aggravating» Circumſtagces of 


Provocation. He was indeed afterwards 
advanc'd and employ d, but not tilt after 


we, at the Inſtance of an inſolent Neigh- 


bour; had ſubmitted to break bini. 


Phis Conduct was the more inexcaſe+ 


ble, as we live under a Prince who has 


given the moſt evident Proofs of his being 


both willing and ready to vindicate che 


Honour of his Crown and the Rights of 

his Subjects; and as the Legiſlature i in both 
Houſes came to Refolutions, which had 
they been acted up to, muſt haye fixed 
dur Navigation and Property in America 
beyond the Power of its Enemies to di- 
ſtuͤrb or invade them. The other great 
Counſels of the Nation appear to have 
been poſſeſs d with the ſame noble Princi- 
ples: —— Sentence, and every Sentiment 
of the late Declaration of War are entirely 
conſiſtent with the Speeches, the Writings, 
and the Opinions of thoſe who- are 
Friends to their Country, and eonſequemiy 


no Friends to you. 


Vou Sir, in the Race "of TY euguſt 
Aﬀſerably,” was pleas'd» to become an- 
ſwerable for the Event of all our late Ne- 
gotiations with Spain. This Declaration 
An „ — you was the Promp- 


N 2 We : x 2, "fs 


% 


3 [0] , . 
f the Kavitis!: and the anager of 
oy Step that Has been taken with that 


Court. The well-known Influence that 


you have in public Affairs left no Room 
to doubt of that, even tho you had not 
declar d it. At the fame Time, it was a 
Declaration of the utmoſt Inſolence, for it 
plainly ſuggeſted that every other Coun- 


ſellor and Miniſter of the Kingdom, was no 2 57 


better than a Cypher. 

Now, Sir, by this Declaration, you be- 
come anſwerable for the vaſt Expences 
the Nation was at in the ſtrong naval Ar- 
maments that were fitted out 15 Months 
before the Declaration of War, and which 
hitherto have continu'd uſeleſs, unactive, 
and ineffectual, but immenſely chargeable 
to the Nation. Vou become unanſwera- 
ble for the Defeat of a Bill which muſt 
have been attended with the beſt Conſe- 
| quences to this Kingdom, by ſuſpending 
the chargeable Prize Offices: to which the 
Captors of a Ship are accountable, and 

veſting the Property of the Capture in the 

| Perſons of the Captors. You are become 
anſwerable for the many Depredations and 
Violences committed on the Britiſb Sub- 
jects, and for the Wounds which the Ho- 
nour of the Nation has receiv'd fince that 
= Time. Vou become anſwerable for the 

90 „ | many 


3 


— 
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many Indignities done to the Crown, Iwill 
not ſay by the making, but by the Breach 


of, the infamous Convention. Inſhort, Sir, 


you become anſwerable for all the Diſad- | 
vantages that attend our declaring War 


now, and which might have been avoided 


had it been declar'd ſooner. _ 
The next Reaſon, Sir, which I menti- 
on'd might be given for our not going to 


War ſooner, was our Enemies bein 


ſtronger, or ourſelves weaker than either of 
us now are. But how, Sir, does that ap- 
pear to Be the Caſe? Spain, by a double 
Alliance with France has acquir'd an Ac- 
ceflion of Power, which had we attacked 


her when we ought to have done, ſhe 
might not have got. France, on the other 


Hand, had we ſupported the Emperor, 
would not have been in fo good a Condi- 


tion to have aſſiſted Spain, even tho ber 


Inclinations had led her to do it. And 
how have you manag d? You ſuffer d 
France and Spain to unite themſelves more 


cloſely together than ever; you ſuffer'd the 
Emperor to be reduc d to the Neceſſity of 


making a Peace with France on her 


Terms; and you trifled away the Time 
in Negotiations, while he was reduc d to 
ſuch a Condition as to be incapable, were 
his Inclinations never ſo ſtrong, to give us 


the 
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thie'lhaft AfliRaties: You father's this fame 


ets with Sweden, which, it was of the 


_ You ſuffer'd the French Counſels to get 1 
ſuch an Aſcendant in Halland, that not- 


| fider'd our Differences with Spain, as af: 
kecting themſelves, which they muſt have 


Blande? on your Part. In ſhort, you have 
ſuffer d Spain to bring them 
Meaſures, ſince it does not appear that h 


Zoch, Sir, are the Opportunities we have 


: — * 


Months, ago. There is nothing more evi- 


its Frade. But how well, Sir, has this Max- 
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the Event of out Conduct towards Sparh, 
vod became anfwetable for the Effect 


3 


powerful Neighbour to renew her Allian- 


utmoſt Conſequence for us to prevent. 


— 


withſtanding the Ability of the great Ne- 
otiatior, it is evident they have not con- 


Had it not been for ſome egregious 
over to l 


they are at all diſpos d to break with her. 


llipt, and ſuch the Diladvantages we have 
incurr'd by Some; ſo a and o = 


Let us wow 2ofilcr if we-61 1 e 
t preſent i in a better Condition at home 
wes, we were in ome Tears, or èven ome 


dent than St the Life of this Country is 


im been underſtood by you? When you 
took it upon yourſelf to be anſwerable for 


which that Conduck was to have upon the 
** 


AT Y%#®F; 


: 4. 


Trade of the Nation. A has * | 

+ eſt of our Trade confider d when you 

waz reduc d t the Neceſſity, for I dare 
not ſay you did it out of Wantonneſs or 
Revenge, of procuring a ruinous Embargo 

te be laid upon our Shipping, by which 

the Commeree of the Nation ſuffer d more 
than it could have done during the Conti- 

nuance of a War for Years, | 


It is not my Buſineſs, Sir, nw . 


vrhether or 8 your Councils had any In- 
fluence in granting the late Letters of Re- 

Priſal, but you are anſwerable for the Miſ- 
carriage of one Meaſure, which had it 
taken effect, muſt have renderd that Me- 


— 


thod of obtaining Satisfaction, much more 
advantageous to the Nation. It is the De- 


| feat of the Bill I have already mention d, 
which had it taken effect muſt have given 
Pgpirit to our Sailors, and encourag d the 
Merchants to venture their Stocks in fitting 
* ont Ships, fince they had fo fair a Proſpect 

| 1 being * at the Enemy's Ex- 
It would appear chat Queen Anne's 
Miniſtry, when they came to act in earneſt 
againſt France and the French Intereſt in 
Spuin, thought that general Letters of Re- 

Prifals was but a very ineffectual, if not 
a mino Ups. — * a Bill at 


the _ 


—— 
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the ſa me Time for the WR ſecuring the 
Trade of this Kingdom by Cruiſers and 


4. Convoys, by which the Officers and Sea- 


men were to have the ſole Property in any 
Capture which ſhould be made belonging. 


do the Enemy. At the ſame Time, a Re- 


ward of 5. was allotted to every Man 

aboard a Britiſh Ship, which had engag'd | 
or taken a Ship be to the Enemy. 
And as if this Law had not been ſuffici- 

ent for the Encouragement of our Sailors, 
another Law was paſs'd, an Act for en- 
couraging our Trade to America, by which | 
Act all Prize Officers were abſolutely ſu 
preſs'd, becauſe, as it is contain'd in the 
Boſom of the Act, they were expenſive 
and inconvenient to the Subjects. 
Thin, Sir, we ſee, the Legiſlature 
was of Opinion, that without ſuch an Act 
nothing effectual could be done in the way 
of Repriſals. Therefore when an imme 
diate Rupture with Spain ſeem'd unavoid- 
able, a Bill which contain'd the moſt ma- 

terial Clauſes in both theſe Acts, was 
brought into Parliament. 

You, Sir, may remember the "OR you 
___ ated, the. Speeches you made, and the 
Alſturances you gave when that Bill was 
thrown out; and as no Meaſure of that 
Kind has been follow'd, how could 1 3 

b b y 


31. 


bly be imagin'd, that granting Letters . 
Repriſal was a proper Method of com- 
manding Redreſs from Spain, ſince both 

the Acts which I have already mention'd 

determin'd at the Peace of Utrecht. This 
was not the only good Effect which the 
paſſing ſuch a Bill muſt have had. There 
was another Clauſe in it, impowering bis 

Majeſty to grant Comm 72 and Charters 

to any Perſons or Societies for taking any 
Ships, Goods, Harbours, Lands, or Portifi- 
cations belonging to the Spaniards, and for 
their enjoying and bolding the ſame as their 
own Property and Eſtate for ever. Who 
does not ſee, Sir, that if a Bill containing 
this Clauſe had paſs d into a Law, that the 
Spaniards might by this Time have been 
reduc'd to accept of any Terms we had a 

Mind to impoſe, and that we might have 
given Laws to every Power in Europe, 

ſince we might have had ſo valuable a 

0 Pledge in our Hand as the Property of 
ſome Part of the Spaniſh. Darhinions in 
America. | 
'.. Eon being me to n point 
7 of very great Importance to Great Britain 
in the future Proſecution of this War. 
In all our Treaties of Commerce which 
have been concluded for many Years'paſt; 
| oe. Preſervation of the * Meęſt Indio. 


_ entir 
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entire to tis Crown of Szain, bas been 
look d upon as a fundamental Article. (By... - 
the eighth Article of the Treaty of Com- 
merce at Uretcht betwixt Spain and us, 
Wo goin ' That neither the Catholic 
King, nor any of his Heirs. or Sus. 
| whatſcever, ſhall fell, yeild, pawy,' transfer , 
or by any Means, or. under any Name alie- 
natẽ from them and the Crown ꝙf Spain 10 
- the French, or to any other Nation whatſo- . 
ever, any Lands, Dominions, or Te erritories, . 
or any Part thereof belonging 70 Spain. * ; 
America. On tbe contrary, that the 8 
niſh Dominions in the. Welt: Indies may be. 
preſerv'd whole and entire, tbe Queen of. 
Great Britain agrees that Jhe will endeavour . 
and give Aſillance to the Spaniards, thut 
the ancient Limits of their Daminions in 
the Weſt-Indies may be reflor'd and ſettled 
as they fond in the Time of the abroeſaid... 
Catholic Krng Charles II. | 
Thhe above Article receives a ſtrong Son- 


firmation by the firſt. ſeparate Article of. 
the Treaty. 

It is further agreed by this ſeferate tre 
licle which ſhall be of the fame Force, as, 
| if it was-inferted Ward for ud, in. the. 
Treaty this Day ines, betwixt their 
Royal Majefiies, that fins 


| lo ae 15 e 
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Jamie 8 20 theſe Pegb bus he will 1 85 
nat conſent; to any Farther Ali ih 
-Lountties, Provinces, or Lands of: * anbatever.. 
| fort, or. wherever, ftuated belonging; i to. the 
* Crawn of: Spaib, her Riyal Majchiyof _ 
Britain docs likewiſe. reciprocally. prom, 
that ſhewill parfiſi/ in thoſe Meajures and 
Councils. by. which. ſbe bas prouided 1 
talen Care that none f the Parties in Mar 
ſhall: acquire or obtain of his Catholic Ma. 
Jeſiy, that any further 'Part of the Spaniſh 
"Monarchy be torn from it; but that. any. 
nem Demand of that kind being made, and 
the ſame refusd by his Catholic Majeſty, 
ber Royal Majefly of Great Britain a w/e 
ber Endeavours Zhat Juch Demands be Tee. 
ceded from. 
The nnn that naturally . 8 
from reading theſe Articles is, how far we - 
can; without violating Treaties, and incur- 
ring the Jealouſy, if not the Reſentment 
of the other Powers of Europe, attack or 
diſmember from the Crown: of Spin dr. 355 
| Part. of its Dominions. 1 
-_ Here ſhall adi grant that 88 
tracting Powers at the Treaty of Utrecht 
look d upon it 8 Point, that the 
| Spaniſh Monarchy ſhould remain entire 
and undiſmeniber'd, for this obvious Rea- 
n * Riches of oats 
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ſhould: fall int the Hands of a more in- 


duſtrious People, that People might in a 


ſhort Time be in a Condition to give Laws“ 
to the reſt of Europe. But what was our 


View in agteeing to the above Stipulations?” 
Doubtleſs to preſerve an equal Ballance of 


the Trade; for the Alienation of the 


Lands, Territories, Sc. was ſo expreſsly 
ovided againſt, only becauſe it was to be 

prelum'd, that whoever was in Poſſeſſion of 

the Dominions could command the Trade: 


Butvif the Spaniards have, without mak 


ing any ſuch Alienation, fallen upon a 
Method, in conſert with other Powers, to 


break that Ballance, ſo as that one Power 0 


ſhall be ſtripp'd and interrupted i in her 
Trade to her own Settlements in theſe 


ts While the others enjoy theirs in its 
full Extent, tho“ the Claim by which the 
Frade of the former is ruin d, equally af- 


fects the Intereſt of the latter; Lay when 


this ſhall appear to be the Caſe;: there is 


not the leaſt Doubt but that the People ſo 


injur'd are to look upon themſelves as no 
longer üntler any Obligations to obſerve 


theſe Stipulations; ſince the Intention with: . 
which:t ey were made Is lo en cnet . 


Ane e e ne e 


5 Now: thekw: is not the ld shallow 12 
be + which the: — can make 
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to a Right of an our de that 
does not equally affect the French, the 
Dutch, the Danes, and every People who 
havea Property i in America, therefore, they 
have the fame Reaſon, tho not equal 
Provocation, that we have to oblige the 
Spaniards to recede from their Chim. Our 
Property in the Weft-Indies is perhaps lar- 
ger than that of any other Nation except 
Spain. This very probably is the Reaſon = 
: bak our Neighbours are not at all diſpleagt 
to ſee it invaded, But as our Court has 
never yet given them any Grounds of Jea- 
louſy, or any Reaſon to ſuſpect that we in- 
tend to wreſt either from them or the Spa- 
niards any Part-cither of their Trade or 
their Territories, if they connive- at any 
ſuch Invaſion on the Part of Spain, we 
are upon all the Principles of Common 
Seuſe to look upon our Intereſt as detach'd 
from theirs, ſince they have ſo long look'd 
upon their Intereſt A being detach d from | 
ours. 
From the fame Conſideration, and upon 
the fame Principles, we are at Liberty to 
ſecure our own Intereſt in the beſt Man- 
ner we can; we are at Liberty to invade and 
to diſtreſs Spain in any Shape or in any 


Quarter, ſo as the End of obtaining Satis- 


faction for our 2 1 Yo and Security 
h _ 


X IJ 
< 


e it is _ 


- ſwallowing up "the Liberties of Europe! 


{elves bighly intereſted in the C 
- ces of ſuch a Step, and declare a 
Would not even the Emperor, | 


4 
' 
7 us, F 
5 — 
3 IE: Ke" 2 „ 
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ga iſt all Late, Encroachments, may be 

e If on that Ac- 

ry to attack any Part of 

Dominions in Americt; tho 

it ey” Havanna itfelf, it never can bs 
interpreted as a Breach of our Treaties, or 


of of the Law of Nations, ſince we do it in 


2 of that Principle which 
lace of, and ſuperſedes all other 


23 ee * mean the 3 * 4 
we reſervation. . _ . 


But would it not be iqipattible in us to 


FE draw upon ourſelves perhaps the Reſent= 


ment of the other Powers concern d, 
ſhonld we ſeize that Fountain from 


whence the Treaſure of the Indies is diſ- 


ipated all over Europe? Would not the 
yup: in that Caſe think themſelves 


French, whb are now more powerful 
an when they were upon the Point of 


; 2 ig d to act i in a more vigorous Manner? 


Would not the Dutch, our ancient and 
faithful Allies, whoſe Welfare like our 
own depends upon Trade, think them- 


us. 


effected by his Conduct than either of the 
ers, be fraid of the C nſequen- K 
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ces «with Regard to his own Denis: 2 
_ eſpecially in the Netherlands? And * 1 5 
we venture on a Stroke by who wad. . 
the Nubicun, and render my 5 
irreconcileable Enemies, or as 


Tiſralthul Allies ? i = 

_ Theſe Queſtions admit of F ready 
We a-very plain Anſwer. 3 Nere is no e 
doubt but that both the uch and the „ 


Dutch would much rath has: that the 
Spaniſh Me. Indies and every Foot of 3 
them ſhould be in Poſſeſſion of Spain 
than of Britain. But we are to conſider, 5 
that the Effects of their Reſentment, and 
of whatſoever Part they ſhould act in 
Caſe we were to attack or ſeize them, can 

be no wotſe for us than the Part they act 

at preſent. We have for ſome Time paſt, 

- ®tho' we have not properly been in a State 
of War, been at as much Expencgy as if 
*we had. We have maintain'd a naval 

Force capable to beat the united Force of 

all Europe, We have kept up a Standing- 

Army able to daheim able to repel 

© any Invaſion. In what Manner then can 

they ſhew their Reſentment? Will they 

attack us at Sea? They are in no Condition 
td do that. Will they invade us by Land ? 
That Project is tos ridiculous and: Vo ro- 
* N to enter into the Heads of Þ A Tbſi- 
n Wee l FD 8% F 1 * Vf 


0 * 
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| ble People. Will they-ruin and interrupt 


our Trade? I am afraid they do that at 


preſent in a more effectual Manner than it 
could be in their Power to do, were they = 


our declar'd Enemies. 


It Advantages in Point of 1 5 
which one People gains over another, are 


gain'd during the Time of War, they are 


| 2 eaſily regain'd by Treaty. But hs. theſe 


5 Advantages are gain d by an affected Neu- 


trality, it is found almoſt impracticable to 


bring the Trade of the loſing Nation to 
its former Channel. This is verify'd in 


many Inſtances; and it is to be wiſh'd 


that the Method in which we have already 


|  proteeded, has not given thoſe Powers 
who have always rival d us in Trade, 


1 Advantages in that Reſpect | PIER, we 


will find difficult to regain. EE, 
I have inſenſibly, Sir, been . in Ns 


the Importance of the Subject, to leave 

but little Room for any Remarks upon 
the Declaration of War againſt Spain. 
But I have the Satisfaction of ſeeing every 


Sentence in it confirm the Facts I have 
already ftated. 


The e ſhews that as De- 


predations of Spain have continu'd for ſe- 


veral Years; and that they are contrary 
£27008 * to the "Ins betwixt the two 


Crowns 


a 


- 


1 


Crowns, but to the Law of wide. This 
_ ſpeaks plain and home; but J fancy, dir 


you can remember a Time, even after fix-- 


teen or eighteen Years Continuance of 
theſe Depredations, when it was thought 


neceſſary touſe ſo much Delicacy with that 
Court, that it was found improper to 
mention it in public, and to let all the 
World know that the Stopping and 
Searching Britiſp Ships failing from one 
© Part of his Majeſty's Dominions to an- 
* other, ' was againſt, the Law of Nations. 
If a private Man is wrong'd in his Pro- 
perty, it may be very often convenient for 
him to uſe a Delicacy on that Head, 


and it may be perhaps the moſt ready Way 


to obtain Reparation; but when he is 
wounded in his Honour, for Inſtance, if 
he ſhould be pulld by the Noſe, Frould' 
not the World think him a very ſeanda- 
Jous Coward if he ſhould tell the Aggreſß- 
ſor, Sir, you have indeed put me to ſome lit. 


tle Pain, but there is no Offence, T'dare ſay 
you did but joke. The Pufilanimity of a 
Miniſtry, Sir, is of worfe Conſequence't to 
a Nation than that of a private Mai can 
be of to -himfelf or his Family. For if 
another takes the Advantage, from this 


Man's want of Courage, to wrong or af 
Front him, Are can of * to Law, 
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his Honour, . repairs at leaſt thoſe of his 
Intereſt- but the Conſequence O Mini- 


ſterial Puſilanimity are irreparable any 
other ways than by National Courage, be- 
cCauſe if, by it, the Intereſt and Honour of 


the Nation. ſuffers, they. can haye Recourſe 


to no Court of - Juſtice, they can appeal to 


no Power for, Redreſs ; For the laſt Argu- 


ments of. Nations are Arms; but . 
apyail ſach Arguments, if their Enemies 


are ſure they dare not uſe them? And how 


ſhall a Nation, be it ever ſo brave, aſſert 


its own Honour, if they, who adviſe the. | 


Soyereign a Influence his, Cou ol are 
8 afraid 9 them. l bs 5 

- The Declaration 3 to take Ne "4 | 
© tice, Sir, that theſo Seizures and Depreda- 


tions have teen principally, occaſin'd by an 
unwarrantable' Claim, and Pretenſon ſet | 


up on the Fart / Spain that tbe ene 
Coſtas, and rages D authoriz'd bythe. 
rb the Pt „ e e 


_ our 5 Bn tot my an 8, 


Right "with theſe. of the King of Spain by 


: 4 Laws of Nation, but hich is more- 


"I er 4 ibi * 4 yur declar'd | "— 


/ 


Cat ar Sd 


tay 


belng 70 lden l Hy rbe moſ 
aud particularly i that each; in the 
Tear 1670. . 400 AIP. 
There are two very remarkable | 45 15 
yations ariſing from this Paſſage; the dnn 
relating to the Wh on the Side of 7 
Miniſtry, the other 9 6 our Nexiitial ons 
with Spain. 5 18 gs feb 
It is plain Wat | the Declaration lays it ; 
down as an eſtabliſh'd Truth, Feng the. E 
Ships of Britiſh Subjects aye} 2 
ö 2 Right to navigate in the 225 Seas ES 
as the Ships of Fhain herſelf; and that the 
Claim of a Ri gh to ſearch,” deſtroys _— 
Liberty of Wai ation. But did you and „„ ol 
your Advocates, ir, talk and 9 in this | Z 
Manner, when the infamous Convention © 3555 
was in Agitation? Did you not tell the on 
World, at a vaſt Expence of your own” 
Lungs apd of "the Nation's Money, there - 
Was nothing more unjuſt than that u 
ys ſhould. infiſt. to be exempted 'from all 
Larch; and that there was-nothing more 
reapnable than that the Spaniards. ſhould” 
hape a Right to protect their own Som. | 
merce by Teaching our Veſſels? Did you © 
| not, inſiſt that the . Spaniards have ſuffer'd- 5 5 
immenſly on that Account, flom dunurt:B 
Merchants, whom ydu were pleas d to . 
- treat as a | Parcel of TO. and LY | 


= 


. n 


Did you not put the Sinetican Tads.. 
where all Intercourſe of one Nation with 
another is prohibited, on the ſame Foot 


with the European Trade, where an Inter- 


courſe is allow'd of, with the Prohibition 
of certain Commodities? Give me Leave 
further to appeal to the World, if this was 
not pleading the Cauſe of Spain and vindi- 
_ cating her. Depredations? ? Or if any thing 
can be more iuconſiſtent than thoſ ABT, 
ments and this Declaration? 

The other Obſervation, Sir, is we” more 


Conſequence, and has been Attended, I am 


affaid, with worſe Effects. 
It is plain that the Hen 59 ids, 


out ts Right to an uninterupted Ex 


erciſe of Navigation on the American Seas 


upon the Treaty 1670, ee . 
the American MN 


S 43 


3 pers th PE, in 1 our Treas 
ties. with Spain. But fo far has it been diſ- 
regarded, that we don t find it mention'd in 
either of the two principal Treaties that 
have been concluded betwixt ys and Spain 
for 750 eighteen Vears. The ſecond Ar- 


 ticle of the Treaty 1721 im ors; That 
the T 24 55 of. * and, Chim 
* Bag 


- 
DAE Bs | 


CF; 


: 42 
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wx 


Ee concluded at Utrecht the 1 137 t Day * 


C * Fuly and the g/h of December in the Tear 


©1713, wherein are comprehended the - 
Treaty made at Madrid, and the Cedulas 
© therein. mention d ſhall remain confirm'd 


© and ratify d. 
This affected Se is very Calplalonts 


when we conſider that it is in a T reaty, 


the principal Intention of which was to 


regulate the Miſunderſtandings betwixt 


the Crowyns of Britain and Spain, and 


+ 


which enters ſo minutely into a De- 


tail of other Articles contain'd in former 


' Treaties, relating to the ns Trade 
and Navigation. „ [3 


But this Omiſſion is much more re- 
markable in the Treaty of Seville. The 


firſt ſeperate Article of that Treaty im- 


ports; That altho conformable to the preli- 
* minary Articles, it is ſaid in the 4% Ar- 
© ticle of the Treaty ſign d this Day, that 
the Commerce of the Engliſßi Nation in 
America ſhould be eſtabliſh d on the Foot 


of the Treaties and Conventions antece- 
dent to the Vear 1725; however, for the | 


greater Exattneſs, it is further declar d, by 
i * the preſent Articles between their Brizan- 
nic and Catbolic Majeſties, which ſhall 
have the fame Force, and be under the 


lame — as tle Treaty fign'd this 


1 * 


14] 


F © Day, that under the general nn 
don arg comprehended the Treaties of 
. . Pescgz of Commerce, coneluded at 


n the Vear 171 3 in which are 

5 « compriz'd. the Treaty o 
Madrid, and the Cedulastherein contain'd. 
The latter Treaty made at Madrid the 
14th of December 17 1 5, as alfo the parti- 
ö wh cular Contract, commonly call'd the Aſſi- 
|* ento, for bringing Negroe Slaves into the 
© Spaniſh Indies, which was made the ww 


4 Day of March in the faid Year 171 Pe 
the 


2 Conſequence, of the 12th Article 0 
1 Treaty of Utrecht. 5 
ES Now, Sir, as no particular zation i is 


rng in the Preliminaries of the Treaty 


of 1670, it is very ſurprizing, that ſince 
the Negotiators had a Mind to be ſo very 


exact, the Treaty 1670 was not as particu- 


: larly mention d. on this C Occaſion as the 
Treaty 1667. But as no ſuch Mention is 

made, and ſo much Exactneſi is pretended, 
this Omiſſion carries with, it a yery ſhrewd 


« Suſpicion that the Spaniards impos d upon 


our Negotiat ors, and inſerted that Ex- 


preſſion with a View to exclude us from 
pleading the Stipulations contain d in the 


Treaty 1670 in our Favour. But, what 
tf ern this Omiſſion the n 


53 
eb, of July and 9th of Den 


1667 made at 


markable 


"'Þ : : i - i 3 78 I, - s 
; \ 


| [4] Lo, ": 
i | that the Treaty 1673, as watts as that · 
of 1667, is confirm'd by the Treaty of 
Utrecht. It is true, that after the Parlia. 
ment had faund that the Treaty 1670 4 
was the Foundation of the juſt and un- 
FT doubted Rights and Privileges of our Na- 
vigation in America, the Mention of it 
f was inſerted in the Sonden amongſt 
the other Treaties therein ſubmitted to the 
A Examination of our and the Spaniſh Ple- 
nipotentiaries; but this very Inſertion con- 
| firms the Suſpicions on that Head, becauſe 
„ it implys that there is ſomething in it that 
; is doubtful, which we ' ought by no Means 
to have 0e ee ok... , 
The reſt of the Declaration, Str; is a 
very fair and an ample Detail of the many 
Grounds of Complaint which the Crow a 
and Subjects of Great Britain have againſt 
Spain. But to whoſe Councils was this 
15 long Forbearance, which produc d all theſe 
miſchievous Conſequences, owing? To. 
whom was it owing that the Convention 
. was concluded? To whom was it owing 
* WM ; that it was broken ? The firſt was owing 
do your Fear, that if ſomething was not 
done before the Parliament ſat᷑ down, the 
Nation and its Repreſentatives might he. 
uncaſy for which Reaſon you was deter- | 
min d to have Terms or ene e 
| „ other, | 


i 
* 


3 
> 
| 

| 

| 

' 

w 


-* 
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vther be they never ſo bad, ** Spain, to 


keep you in Countenance, and then you 
was fure of, having a Majort: ty in a certain 


Place to approve them. Vet leſt even that 


Majority ſhonld be ſtartled at the ſhame- 


ful Conceflions we bad made in Favour of 


Spain, you took Care that the appointed 


Time for the opening of the Seſſions 


ſhould be put off for a Fortnight, to gain 


Time for the exchanging the Ratificati- 
ons bet ore its opening. By this, you made it 


as irrevocable as it was poflible to be with- 


out the Approbation of the Parliament, 
and put them upon the ungrateful Dilem- 
ma of either approving a Meaſure evi- 
dently ruinous to their Country, or diſap- 
proving an Act that had Teceiv'd a royal 


San Aion. 


The claration N Nate e That the 


A 


Convention was concluded in order to 


8 


- 


for ever, every thing which might give 


A 


prevent for the future all the Grievances 
and Cauſes of Complaint therein taken 
Notice of, and to remove abſolutely : and 


Occaſion thereto :' How ſtrongly is this 
expreſs d, and how different from a Conven- 
tion that was appointed to regulate the Grie- 
vances, as if a Conveniency had attended 
their lubfiſting, and as if the Subjects of 
Britain were to ſuffer the moſt i ignominious 4 

| and 


1 51 . 


and cud Treitmedt, orovided they faffer'd, . 


according to the Rules and' Regulations 


laid down by our worthy P N | 


ries. 


But this Cb bad as it Was for us, 


and advantagious for Spain, was broken by 


them in a moſt ſcandalous Manner. To 


what was, this owing, Sir, if not to the 


Ferment that was rais d in the Nation by 


that ſcandalous Meaſure which made the 
Spaniſh Court imagine that the Inclinations 


of the People and thoſe of the Govern- 


ment were different? From a long Courſe 
of Experience, they found that the Go- 
vernment was averſe to go to War; and 
they knew, That when that was the Caſe, 


the ende e of the collective Body of. 


the People avail'd but little; That they 


might indeed produce Effects at home, fatal 


to this Nation, but that they never could 
have any Influence abroad while you con- 
continu'd at the Helm. | 

- But Thanks to Heaven they miſook a 
Faction i in the Government for the Govern» 


ment itſelf; that they did fo, the Declara- 


tion of War we are now conſidering i is an 


evident Proof, eſpecially if the War is pro 

| ſecuted with the ſame Vigour with which 
it is begun; and if they who haye occaſi- 
ond ſo long, fo ſhameful, and ſo ruinous 
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her Treaties and Engagements with us 
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an lab, are call d to a ſevere Account. 
This is the only Means of ſatisfying the 


Nation, and the ſureſt Method of recon- 
ciling* the Meaſures of his Majeſty's Go- 


vernment to the Affections of bi People. 


The Declaration ſets forth, That the 
« Treaties ſubſiſting betwixt the two 0 
« Crowns have been .manjfeſtly violated, 
* eluded, and evaded by the Une 


0 < able Behaviour of the Court of Spain“ 


How ' different, Sir, is this from the Lan- 
guage of you and your Patty not long ago, 


hen you pretended that the Crown of 


Spain had not, as yet, openly violated | 


therefore it would be unjuſt and impo- 


litic in us to declare War againſt it. For 


this Reaſon, it ſeems we did not, on our 


+ expreſs the leaſt Degree of public 


Reſentment till every Act of Negotiation 


Was exhauſted, and cvery Meaſure of Sub- ; 


miſſion rejected. 

But, Sir, the future gueceſs of "he 
War, ict it be ever ſo great, cannot. be 
pleaded as any Excuſe for the Weakneſs 
and Inconſßſtency of faſt Meaſures. The. 


greater tix-Succeſs is, the more heavy muſt 


the Chacge be, againſt thoſe by whole 


Councils Tbs SatistaQion , ariſing from a na- 


| tional Reſet ment, bas been 10 long RE 


yd; 


18 


1255 beſides all this, the Loſs of national. 
Honour ſuſtain d after the Obſtinaey g 
Spain made that Reſentment e, : 
ſwells the Charge. 7 . 
T have very little more to trouble you 
with, Sir, than to remark that after the 


_ Letters of Repriſal were granted, ſome of 
4 the Diſaffected pretend to find Inconſi- 
ſtencies in the Management of our 
1 | Fleets abroad, which makes them ſuſpect s 
1 that the Direction ſtill continu'd Ning a L 


your Influence. The Eſcape of the Ab- 


1 gue Ships contributed not a little to this 
i _ Suſpicion ;; and the King of Spain's Ma- 1 
| nifeſto, with his Reaſon for not pay ing 
8 Ks 5000... being publiſh'd here, c6n- 


firm'd it; becauſe, in them, the Reaſons 
5 which you and your Writers advanc'd. for 
= our long F orbearance in Favour of * 
4 Were comprehended and retailed: We 
there find Complaints againſt the Pe- 
7 ple; Arguments founded on wreſted Con- 
1 ſtructions of Treaties, and the groffeſt 
1 Miſrepreſentation of Facts, 93 to ex- 
cuſe the moſt infamous Behaviour khat 
cyer the Sun beheld. go 

. But as Inorance and Inconfitency go * 
| way s Hand, in Hand, the fame Party ob- 

i ferv'd, that the granting Letters of Mar- 
5 7 and PEP, did not W our bein N 

| 1 


- 


{1 


2of in.a State af declard War with Spain. 


This Meaſure, ſaid they, was founded on 
that Article of the Treaty 1670, by which, 
in Caſe of an unreaſonable Delay or an ac- 
tual Denial of Fuſtice, Repriſals might be 
granted. But they obferv'd that neither 
hat Article, nor the Nature of the Letters 
of Repriſal themſelves, could warrant our 
Proceeding againſt Spain in any other 
Manner than by taking their Ships and 
diſtreſſing them at Sea. Far leſs could it 
anthorize our Proceeding againſt other 


Nations in a hoſtile Manner; yet they ob- 


ferv'd that if the common Accounts which 
we have in the News Papers are true, we 
have wantoply and fooliſhly provok d 
the Dutch and the French, by ſtopping, 
ſearching, and detaining their Ships for 
counterband Goods, When it is evident, 
from all the Treaties: that ever were con- 
cluded between us and Spain, or any other 
Nation in Europe, that no ſuch Goods 
can exiſt but in la State of declar'd War. 

Now, if at the Time of our ſtopping 
and ſearching theſe Ships we were in, a 
State of declar'd War with Spain, and if 
our not having proclaim'd Peace ſince the 


laſt Proclamation of War againſt that Na- 


tion, ſufficiently imply d our being ſtill in 
1 State of War, where | was $ the Remy 


[4 * 


N 
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. 4 this Declaration. 1 we are now. 


conſidering? If, on the other Hand, this 
Declaration was neceſſary, and if, till it 
was made, we were in no declar d War, 
they cannot find where the Juſtice lay of 
ſtopping, ſearching, and detaining Ships 
for Reaſons that could have no Exiſtence 
till War was declar'd? If your Scriblers 
receive proper Inſtructions from you to 
clear up this Point to the Satisfaction of 
the World, it might do you a good deal of 


Service with thoſe who are willing to be 


your Friends, could they do it with the | 
leaſt Colour of Juſtice. . | 

I am ſenſible, Sir, that the foregoing | 
Conſiderations will be blam'd by the Pro- 
{citutes of your Party, as if it found Fault 
with the preſent Meaſures; but whoever 
conſiders them attentively, will find that 
the Caſe is quite other ways. The Author 


is far from finding Fault with the preſent 


Meaſures ſo far as they regard the Decla- 
ration of War; he has only taken the 
Liberty to take a View of the Conſiſtency 


of your Conduct, and to obſerve how 
_ agreeable that has been to the Sentiments 
. contain'd in this Declaration, and likewiſe 


to conſider how far it has contributed to x 
' theſe: Grievances: and Abuſes committed 
on rthe Part of 88 which Conſideration 
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